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Embraced by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we share this gospel of hope and healing

Living Invitation
Romans 15:1-7 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the

weak, and not to please ourselves. 2Let each of us please his neighbor for his good,
to build him up. 3For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, "The reproach
es of those who reproached you fell on me." 4For whatever was written in former
days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.

You may have noticed, that now, as you look in each direction in the area just outside of the church sanctuary, four clear
words can be seen: Welcome, Care, Gather, and Grow. These four words each have an important place in the Christian
life. The first word welcome appears on our welcome center. However, welcome, or invitation, begins long before someone arrives at our church and most likely long before we ever invite them to come to church for an event or worship service.
Most of us think of invitation as asking someone to come to a particular event or place. However, invitation can
also be viewed much more broadly as any action that offers an opportunity for some kind of response or further interaction. This can include things like: an invitation to speak, an invitation to listen, an invitation to share our story or to be a
part of it, an invitation to hear someone else’s story or to be a part of it, an invitation to show care and compassion, an
initiation to receive care and compassion, etc. In this way, an invitation can be seen as a basic part of human interaction,
and we as Christians need to pay attention. The person who shares something they have been struggling with, the person
sitting alone on a bench in public with a tear in their eye, the person bubbling with passion and joy, everything from the
seemingly superficial to the deep and personal, each of these can be an invitation to engage with someone. Even what
starts out as a negative or hostile interaction can serve as an invitation for you to engage with an individual and possibly
make a difference in their life.
So how do you respond to these invitations? Will you extend your own invitation? Will it be welcoming? Will it
show you care and are interested in them as a person? Will your words or actions invite someone to come back later when
you have time for them (if you ever do…) Will your words say one thing, but everything else tell them that you want them
to go elsewhere? I know it’s become a bit cliché, but what would Jesus do? More accurately what has He done?
Our true, best, and most welcoming invitations all begin in Jesus. His welcoming us into a relationship with Him
and making that relationship truly possible, through his life, death, and resurrection, this forms the foundations for all our
other meaningful relationships and interactions. It also serves as a model for us as Christians. For example, think back to
Jesus’s invitations to His disciples (and to us) to, “follow me.” Also, think of the crowds which Jesus encountered as He
went about His everyday life of ministry. Jesus was a living invitation. Even in times which others might have perceived
as inconvenient, Jesus welcomed those He encountered, and responded with His own invitation to them, an invitation to
live in the kingdom of God. Take a few minutes to read Luke. 9:10-11 and ponder the experience of Jesus, the crowds,
and the disciples. Try putting yourself in the place of these different people in this story. What kinds of invitations are
taking place between the disciples and Jesus, Jesus and His disciples, crowds and Jesus, and Jesus and the crowds? Think
about the feelings and emotions involved in the story. What might a similar situation look like in your life, or already look
like in your life?
In light of this understanding of invitation and welcome, I invite you to go back and reread the opening passage
from Romans 15. To what is God inviting you in the passage? What kind of living invitation is God offering to you and
inviting you to be? Such an invitation to a life lived in Christ, is a welcome to a life well lived and a life worth living, the
kind of life that invites others into God’s Kingdom.
In Christ,
Pastor Eric Schoech
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If we have left out someone’s birthday please
let us know: (219) 462-7684

Please join us at noon on Sunday June 5th for our
Pentecost Potluck dinner. We'll gather in the church
basement for good food and fellowship. Tableware
and drinks will be provided. Hope to see you
there.

SEWING SEEDS OF LOVE
ASSISTING MINISTER’S CALENDAR
We have resumed including the Assisting Minister’s Calendar
in this newsletter. A copy of the June schedule can also be
found on the bulletin board outside the church office and it
has been placed in the mail slots of those members who have
volunteered to assist.
Many thanks to the Assisting Ministers who have filled in
their own schedules while Becky has been out of the office.
We very much appreciate our
volunteers! If you feel that
you would like to help out as
an usher, a communion assistant, a lector or with altar
guild please speak with Becky
Graef. And to our younger
members we always need
acolytes!
If you are scheduled to assist on a particular Sunday and find
you are unable to fulfill your obligation, we ask that you do
your best to find a replacement. Thank you!

The women of the
sewing group have
been very busy.
Over the winter
months we made
15 kids’ quilts!
We are hoping to
have a blessing of
the quilts soon
before they are given to CASA for the children
who are receiving services. So watch the next
few weeks, we will include it in one of our
services.
Check out the ladies’ handiwork! The group is
now working on pillowcase dresses, shorts
and shirts for Appalachia. When those are
done we will have a blessing too. We are also
having sewing classes again this summer.
They will be on Thursday, July 7, 14, 21 and
28 from 9-11am. Everyone is welcome. For
any ladies that might be interested, let us
know what you would like to learn. Last summer we worked on mending and bowl huggers. Our teenagers this year will be making
sleeping pants. We are up for any challenge.
Our usual sewing group hours are the second
and fourth Thursdays of each month at
9:00am and we will resume in August.

THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS
Absolutes
Good Shepherd Sunday (the Fourth Sunday of Easter) is my favorite Sunday of the entire Church Year. I don’t
know why, as I know very little about sheep and shepherds. But it’s my favorite.
The Gospel reading for that day is always a selection of verses from John 10:1-30. Recently, I heard Rev.
Thomas Eggold preach on verses 22-30 (If you recognize that name, his son Daniel was a former pastor at Immanuel).
Rev. Eggold stressed the absolutes that are in these verses. There are also absolutes in verses. 1-21. In a world where we
tease that the only absolutes are death and taxes, Jesus makes several absolute statements that are almost unfathomable.
“I am . . .” – not ‘I will be this sometime’ or ‘I was that in the past’ or ‘I’m thinking about it’ . . . but “I am the
Good Shepherd”.
“I give . . .” –
not ‘maybe I will give if they are good enough’ or ‘if they ask often enough’. . . but “I give
them eternal life”.
“They shall never . . . ”
– not ‘they might if the earth disappears’ or ‘they don’t have a strong faith’. . . but “they shall never perish”.
There are other absolutes. Read the verses and see how many are there.
As we are seeing today and have seen for all of our lives, absolutes are seldom present. Change happens constantly. The promise of love until death is broken. A secure job disappears. A healthy body suddenly faces a chronic
disease. Children raised in the Christian faith no longer believe in Jesus. And the list goes on. But in the midst of all that
has happened, is happening, and will happen, there is one absolute that will never change. Jesus is the Good Shepherd,
who gave up his life, that we, the sheep, will never perish but have eternal life with the Shepherd.

The following is an excerpt from a special edition of God’s Love in Action—a publication of Lutheran World Relief.
It has been edited for space.

“What do you need?” ——— Sometimes it’s the simplest questions that mean the most.
Pastor Lukasz Ostruszka, the newly inducted pastor of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church in Krakow, Poland, didn’t hesitate with his answer. He urgently needed supplies so his congregation could welcome and care for Ukrainian
refugees. To prepare, the congregation of St. Martin’s rapidly remodeled the church basement to shelter several
families. In the space of a week, the original bathrooms were fitted with showers, beds were brought in, and workers
redid water pipes and electrical wiring to accommodate more users.
“This was a space for our parish meetings, but now it’s a hostel for refugees” said Pastor Ostruszka. “A
place to sleep, to be warm.” When Lutheran World Relief staff in Poland found Pastor Osruszka’s church in desperate need, the timing seemed almost divine. When families arrive at the church, they are greeted with toys and milk
for the children, toothpaste and toothbrushes, hygiene products, toiletries and energy biscuits.
“We were in shock. It’s like something from a movie”, said Pastor Ostruszka. “We never expected this. We
didn’t expect so many people from Ukraine.” The first group of families came from Kharkiv, a city heavily hit by the
war and a 3 hour journey by bus from the border to Krakow.
“Everyone is welcome,” said Pastor Ostruszka. “We hope they
will feel at home.”
The numbers are now staggering and it’s clear that the
renovated church hall will be a haven for an ongoing stream of
frightened, exhausted mothers. As the buses keep coming,
your love also carries Ukraine’s refugees, bringing them support
and aid in a time they need it the very most.
Pastor Ostruszka knows there’s a long road ahead. “This is just
the start,” he said heavily. He and the congregation are committed to the long haul.
“We should do this. Our Lord gives us something beautiful and
we should go to other people and give to them,” he said.
For more about Lutheran World Relief and the work they are doing in Ukraine and other countries around the world visit
lwr.org.
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FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
The Day of Pentecost, June 5, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Holy Trinity, June 12, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Second Sunday after Pentecost, June 19, 9:00am Non Communion Service
The Third Sunday after Pentecost, June 26, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, July 3, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, July 10, 9:00am Non-Communion Service
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July 17, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 24, 9:00am Non-Communion Service
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, July 31, 9:00am Holy Communion

