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Embraced by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we share this gospel of hope and healing
within and throughout our community

Ecclesiastes 3:1-14 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up what is planted…
Philippians 1:21-24
21
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

“Why am I here?” “Where am I going?” or perhaps before we can even get to these we first have to evaluate
“Where am I?”
For college students just starting out their adult life often in a new place, they need to get the lay of the land.
The future may feel a long way off, but at the moment perhaps the question that feels the most pertinent to them is “why
am I here?” What am I going to study? What are my priorities going to be? What do I want my life to be about?
For a worker who has been at the same job for awhile or who is approaching midlife, these same initial questions may have a different force to them. Whether they feel stuck, comfortable, or love what they are doing, they may
still find themselves evaluating, “Why am I here?” Is this where I need to stay or am I being called to something more or
different? As one’s future starts to feel more finite, many people begin to look at their past and future and think about
where they still hope to leave a mark. Some decide to put their effort into maintaining where they are, while others decide the time has come for a change. Either way, it is still important to take stock of one’s surroundings and ask where
God might be leading.
For many of the elderly or those living with certain debilitating or terminal conditions, I think these same questions take on yet another nature. Many still seek to live life to the fullest. However, I also find that for some the question ,“why am I here?” takes on the lamenting tone of “why am I STILL here? They struggle with whether there are still
ways they can be faithful and useful, as the things they could once do begin to change. (the answer is, “Yes.”) The question, “Where am I going?” often becomes one of downsizing and medical care. However, it takes on a more eternal
tone, which can either be one of joy and hope or one of concern, disappointment, or despair. This also serves as another
reminder that whatever your phase of life, the original three questions are also important spiritual ones.
While these are just a few examples of how different people react to these same questions at different points in
their cycle of life, I think the past few years have made many of us think more of these questions. The ways the world
has changed, and ways lives have been upended, often suddenly, has caused a number of people to reevaluate things
more. I think rightly so. Individuals, churches, organizations, we all need to regularly take stock of where we are and
listen for what God is saying to us relating to “Where am I?” “Why am I here?” and “Where am I going?” These questions and listening to how God answers them will have a profound effect on how we view and approach the world. The
three scriptures at the start of this article are just the beginning of God’s response. There truly is nothing new under the
sun, and certainly there is nothing God has not planned or accounted for. He knows our present situations and He knows
what He has in store for us both now and in eternity. Whatever your current season of life, whether things seem on an
upward course, have plateaued, or are in some form of decline, our trust and hope is in the Lord. His call to love and
look to Him, and His call to love and live our lives for the good of those around us, continues whatever the season. The
same goes for the Church.
Starting this September, we will be looking at how God’s answers to these and other important questions play
out for the church, particularly in the book of Acts and for us as a community of believers here at Faith Lutheran. Whatever your connection to our community I strongly urge you to take part.

In Christ,

Sewing seeds of Love- Every Thursday in June and two
in July the ladies of the sewing group gave lessons. We
had two teenagers and two to three adults join us. The
girls sewed up a storm making reading pillows, burp
cloths, baby mittens and tied blankets. The adults
learned how to mend, made hot pads and bowl huggers.
We even had a person come in for help reading a pattern
that had her stumped. Fun and fellowship was had by
all. Maybe this will be an annual event! Watch for samples of their work in the narthex in the next few weeks.

EAGER TO GET BACK TO COMMUNITY?
LONGING FOR A GREATER SENCE OF DIRECTION?

Set aside time this September – October as we dive into God’s
word and seek His direction for us through:
• A new sermon series on “community and our identity in
Christ”
• Small groups – focusing on the book of Acts
• Conversation groups

Come join us at Kirchoff Park on Sunday,
August 22nd for the annual church picnic. We’d love to see all of our Faith and
VCA families there for an afternoon of
fun and fellowship and kids’ activities.
We will provide burgers, dogs, drinks
and tableware. You are welcome to
bring a side or dessert. We will also be
raising funds to help with upgrading the
church playground mulch. We will be at
the Miller # 1 Shelter from 12:30pm until
4:00pm. Hope to see you there!
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August 1
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A reminder—during the pandemic church office hours were irregular. Deb has now resumed her regular office hours which are:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:00am to 3:00pm. Remember
if you email or call after 3 on Thursday, she will not get the message until 9:00 the next Tuesday.

THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS
“Intercede”
“Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died–more than that, who was raised–who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”
Romans 8:34
A few years ago, I was at the eye doctor for a check-up after glaucoma surgery. My walker with the pink floral bag was with me. Several others were also waiting and one couple took care of any silence in the waiting area. The
wife noticed the bag and asked why I even needed a walker at my age. I answered that it was because of balance issues
with the MS. Another woman quietly commented how sorry she was that I had to deal with this disease. One of her
friends had it and she knew many of the problems. When her name was called, she walked past me, gently touched my
shoulder and whispered that she would pray for me. I wouldn’t be at all surprised if she still is.
Praying directly to our heavenly Father is one of the great gifts that we have because of Jesus. We can tell our
Father everything and anything. We can ask, confess, praise, thank, and just chit chat. Even though God knows our
deepest thoughts, God still loves hearing us. Just as a loving guardian never minds hearing the same stories and comments and questions from a child, God wants us to share – always, never-ending – even if it is the same thing over and
over.
Praying for others is also another gift that we have because of Jesus. Whenever someone tells me that they are
praying for me, there is such a sense of peace. Not only does that person care about me, they took time to lift my problems and struggles to our Father.
But one of the most profound gifts – other than eternal life – is that Jesus and the Spirit pray for us. Every time
I read the verses from Romans, it overwhelms me to think that Jesus and the Spirit are talking to my heavenly Father
about me. And when I can’t come up with the words for myself or others, the Spirit knows exactly what to say and for
what to ask. Wow!!
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.”
Romans 8:26-27

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
A huge thank you from Faith’s congregation,
staff and Board of Directors to the team of
painters and re-decorators who worked tirelessly in the July heat to paint our entrances
and Narthex, re-organize our Welcome Center
and generally spruce everything up.
It looks fabulous!
And as always…. Thank you to Arpad Marton
who has been working on water, air conditioning and other maintenance issues all summer.
What would we do without you Arpad?

THE ANNUAL BOARDS AND TEAMS PLANNING MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING BIBLE STUDY.
Team leaders and board members please send pastor a copy of the handout you will be presenting
at the meeting regarding your dates, goals, completed goals from the previous year and other
items for 2021-2022. Be sure to include important dates to be put on the church calendar.

F a i t h L u t he r a n
C h u rc h
753 N. Calumet Ave.
Valparaiso, IN 46383
Email:
office@faithmemorial.net

On Sunday, August 8
a Backpack Blessing
will be held during
church service to
bless our students
and kick off the
2021-22 school
year.

The American Red Cross
will host a Blood Drive at
Faith Lutheran on Sunday,
August 29 beginning at
11:30am.
At this time the need for
blood donations is urgent.
Please give if you are able
and help us spread the
word.

FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 1, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 8, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 15, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 22, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 29, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 5, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 12, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 19, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 26, 9:00am Morning Prayer
Services will also be streamed on our website at www.faithvalpo.org.

