
 

 

 

 

 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

9:00am 
Holy Communion 

Repent 



 

PRAYER CARD 

If you have a Prayer Request, use the YELLOW card that is available in the narthex, 

from an usher, or in the pew racks. Ushers will collect the cards before the Sermon so 

that prayers can be offered during the Intercessions.   

If you are visiting with us, please use the Information Update on the reverse side of 

the card.  Include your name and address and other important information.  If our 

congregation can assist you in any way, please put that information on the card or speak 

to the Pastor. 

ASSISTANCE 

The ushers can supply parents of small children with soft toys, books, and a weekly 

children's worship bulletin.  The parlor (the room behind the sanctuary) has a loud 

speaker and window so that, if necessary, parents can use it as a cry room and still see 

and hear the service.  Large-print editions of our worship service are also available from 

the ushers. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Based on the teachings of Scripture and in response to the Lord’s admonition that, “A 

man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup (1 Cor. 

11:28),” we ask that those who attend the Lord’s Supper ask of themselves the following 

questions: 

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner in need of God’s grace? (1 John 1:8-9) 

2. Are you truly sorry for your sins? (1 Cor. 11:26-29) 

3. Do you believe in Jesus as your Savior? (Romans 5:6) 

4. Do you intend with the aid of the Holy Spirit to amend your sinful life? (2 Cor. 5:15) 

5. Do you believe you receive Christ’s true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper?  

(Mark 14:22-24) 

6. Do you trust God and His promises and accept as true all He teaches in Holy 

Scriptures? (John 8:31-32) 

7. Have you been baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

If your answer to these questions is yes, then we welcome you to the Lord’s Supper.  

If you have any questions, burdens, or doubts concerning the sacrament, please speak 

with the Pastor before communing.  Adults and children not receiving the Body and 

Blood of Christ may instead come forward to receive a blessing.  Please indicate this by 

crossing your arms across your chest. Gluten free rice wafers are available.  Please 

indicate this by clearly raising your index finger.  Please inform an usher if you are 

unable to come to the altar; the elements will be brought to you.   



 

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(P: pastor  A: assistant  C: congregation) 

 

All who are able, stand  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

P: The day of the Lord is coming soon.  The signs have been fulfilled. 

C: But who can abide the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

P: Lest that Day surprise us unawares, let us confess our sins to God our Father, 

imploring his forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ, who will soon come as Judge and 

King. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We are unprepared for your coming, for we have sinned.  In our thinking and 

speaking and doing, we have disobeyed your will.  We have ignored the signs of 

Christ’s return.  We implore your forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ and seek 

the power of your Holy Spirit to restore our faith. 

P: He who is coming has come, born among us to live our life and die our death, and 

guarantee our resurrection.  For his sake your sins are forgiven.  The gifts of the Lord are 

yours in great abundance. 

C: Even so, come, Lord Jesus! Amen 

 

 



 

HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW 26    (Green book) 

Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

God’s people, see him coming; Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; Their voices join your singing: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

All sit 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

P: Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 

tremble before you! 

C: As fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name 

known. 

P: Two candles are set ablaze, as we wait with eager expectation for you, Lord, to come 

down. 

C: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come! 

Two candles are lit. 

All who are able, stand. 



 

ADVENT HYMN: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” WOV, 630, st. 2  

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
Let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
Gently lead them homeward. 

 

P: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: All those who await his appearance pray: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: The whole creation pleads: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hears, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    C: Amen 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10, From David’s line, a ruler bringing justice and 

peace 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 



 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

 and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

 as the waters cover the sea. 
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 

the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
A: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 72:1-7 

The Psalm is read responsively by the congregation and pastor. The pastor begins. 

P: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 

C: May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 

P: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 

C: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 

children of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 



 

P: May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 

generations! 

C: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the 

earth! 

P: In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 15:4-13, Live in harmony, welcoming one another 

 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May 

the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that 

the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 

Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
A: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God! 

 

All who are able, stand 

 

VERSE 

The verse is spoken by the congregation. 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the 

salvation of our God. Alleluia. 



 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12, A voice cries: Prepare the way of the Lord 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 

Isaiah when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 

the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 

than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 

gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

All sit 

SERMON 

 

All who are able, stand 

PRAYER CARDS can be handed towards the center aisle and given to an usher. 



 

HYMN: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” LBW 36 (Green book) 

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without your grace we waste away Life flow’rs that wither and decay. 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, And make us rise to fall no more; 

Oh, let your face upon us shine And fill the world with love divine. 

All praise to you, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won, 

Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore. 

NICENE CREED  

P: We confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 



 

      We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS 

P: Awaiting your promised light, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God's 

creation. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A: God of mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 

P: Receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, O God, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you. 

All sit 

THE EUCHARIST 

The OFFERING is brought forward as the Lord’s table is prepared. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, 

C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 

lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

All who are able, stand 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
 P The       Lord  be         with you. 

 
 C And       al      -    so  with you. 

 
 P Lift           up          your      hearts. 

 
 C We     lift them to        the   Lord. 

 
 P Let  us  give thanks to the Lord                 our God. 

 
 C It     is  right  to  give him thanks                                   and       praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

SANCTUS 

 
 C Ho - ly,    ho  -   ly,  ho  -   ly    Lord,      God     of pow’r and might: 

 
  Heav-en and earth are full of    your glo - ry.          Ho  -  san - na.    Ho  - 

 
  san-na.  Ho  -  san  -  na in the high   -  est.        Bless-ed is  he    who 

 
  comes in  the name of the Lord.    Ho-san -na        in   the high     -     est. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

     In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

 that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

 but have eternal life. 

     We give thanks to you for the salvation 

 you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen.   

     In the night in which he was betrayed,  

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

     Again, after supper,  

  he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me.  Amen. 

C: Amen.   

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.  Amen 

All sit 

AGNUS DEI 

 
 C Lamb of God, you  take   a  -  way          the sin       of    the world;      have 

 
  mer-cy     on   us.        Lamb of God, you take a-way         the sin     of  the 

 
  world;  have mer-cy       on  us.          Lamb of God, you take a-way         the 

 
  sin         of  the  world;             grant                               us        peace. 



 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

After all have returned to their places, the minister continues. 

All who are able, stand 

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
  Thank the Lord and  sing his praise;  tell  ev-’ry-one what he has done. 

 
  Let   all who seek  the  Lord  re - joice  and   proud-ly   bear   his  name. 

 
  He   re-calls his prom-is   -  es  and leads his peo-ple forth in  joy with 

 
  shouts  of  thanks-giv  - ing. Al-le  - lu  -  ia.    Al-le-lu      -       ia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 

those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 



 

BLESSING 

 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make his face shine on you 

   and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

 
 C: A        -         men 

 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LBW 25      (Green book) 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; 

The evening is advancing, And darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the bridegroom near; 

Go forth as he approaches With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand. 

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore; 

Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall be hold; 

In triumph cast before him Their diadems of gold. 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appea;r 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free! 

 



 

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in 

their faith.  To inquire about our sermons and/or the resources used to produce them 

please contact us through our church office.  To God be the glory!  
 “Light One Candle” WOV 630: Text: 1984 Fortress Press. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-702844. 

“Prepare the Royal Highway” LNW 26. Public domain. 

“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” LBW 36. Public domain. 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LBW 25. Public Domain. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-802744. All rights reserved. The liturgy is reprinted from 

Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Portions of the 

liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year C, 2010.  Copyright © 2009 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L. 
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