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Embraced by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we share this gospel of hope and  healing  

within and throughout our community 

I have always enjoyed Christmas lights.  Driving around and seeing the twinkling lights on a cold winter 
night, seeing some of the impressive lightshows people put on around the nation on television, or putting up lights 
of my own, in a way that hopefully conveys an important message…for me all of these things have the potential to 
bring joyful light amid what might otherwise just be darkness. 

Of course there is another even more important light we celebrate this season, that brings hope and joy amid 
the darkness of the world.  In this season of Advent waiting and Christmas, Prophet Isaiah proclaims, 

 
5
 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth 

and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:  6 "I am the 
LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 
covenant for the people, a light for the nations,  7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prison-
ers from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and 
new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them."  (Isa. 42:5-9) 
 

These words were originally intended for the nation of Israel, but Israel never existed for herself alone. In 
His call and promise to Abram, the Lord aimed beyond Abram’s descendants, the nation of Israel, to bless the na-
tions. This Abrahamic promise also caries forward through the prophets. Looking forward through time and glimps-
es of God’s plan and design, they see nations bringing treasures to Zion, learning the law of the Lord, turning from 
violence, and living together in peace. Light shines from Zion, so that “nations will come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn” (Isa. 60:3). In Revelation, John sees the same vision: “The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it” (Rev. 21:24). 

So where do we find this light of Israel and this hope of the nations?  Well for starters, we can follow a bril-
liant star, the brightest in the night sky, but a star which still pales in comparison to this light of Israel.  We can fol-
low this bright star to a town called Bethlehem, to a stable near an inn, and there, in an animal’s feeding trough, we 
will find not only the light of Israel, but the light of the nations, none other than Jesus Christ.  

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior this Advent season, I hope you invite others to join you for our 
Wednesday night service as we look to our Savior and pray, “Savior of the Nations Come.” I also hope you will 
take every opportunity to share The Light of World this Christmas season.  I can’t wait to see all of your Christmas 
lights shining bright! 
 

- Pastor Eric Schoech 



 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT FAITH 

Every few years the calendar provides us with a challenge when we are 

scheduling church services.  This year Christmas Day falls on a Saturday, 

which gives us three services on three consecutive days:  Christmas Eve on 

Friday, Christmas Day on Saturday and regular church service on Sunday. 

 

Because of this, Pastor and the Board of Directors have decided to cancel 

the service on Saturday and have it on Sunday instead.  On Friday, Decem-

ber 24 we will gather for our traditional Service of Lessons and Carols at 

7:00pm.   We will not have a service on Saturday, December 25 

(Christmas Day).    On Sunday, December 26 we will have our traditional 

Christmas Day service with Holy Communion.   

 

We will also gather on Wednesdays, December 1, 8 and 15 for Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00pm. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Linda Berner  December 1 

Chris Chambers  December 3 

Eric Berner  December 6 

David Chambers December 7 

Christian Nicholson December 8 

Evelyn Bradshaw December 9 

Joseph Price  December 10 

Kathi Busch  December 15 

Barb Prange  December 17 

Liam West  December 20 

Margeaux Berner December 20 

Karl Berner  December 25  

FLOWER VOLUNTEERS???? 

For many years, we at Faith Lutheran, were 

blessed to have Barb Prange supervising the 

placement of altar flowers in celebration of 

special occasions or in memory of loved ones.  

She also gathered the names of those con-

gregation members who wished to purchase 

poinsettias at Christmas and lilies/tulips at 

Easter, ordered the plants and collected the checks.   During the pan-

demic we temporarily suspended this tradition.  Things have opened up 

again, Barb has moved to Indianapolis, and we find ourselves in need of 

someone to oversee this task. 

If you think you might be interested in helping out the church with 

this task please let Pastor or a board member know.  The time re-

quirement is minimal.  Thank you! 

 

GREAT LAKES SOUND CHORUS 
For many years the Great Lakes Sound Chorus has met in the Fellowship Hall of our church..  
Below is a note from them to our congregation regarding their future plans: 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of Great Lakes Sound Chorus, we would like to extend a thank you for the years that 
we’ve made FLC our rehearsal home.  We’ve made many great memories of rehearsals, special 
performances and other events in the Fellowship Hall.  We appreciate the support and encour-
agement that we’ve received from your congregation.  After much con-
sideration, we’ve decided to relocate to another venue in the area.  We 
will be sure to share any upcoming events or performances in the future 
and hope to be able to share our songs with you again.  We wish you all 
the best. 

Fond Regards, 

Jen Williams, Team Leader, Great Lakes Sound Chorus 

VOTER’S MEETING  

The Annual Voter’s Assembly was held on 

Sunday, November 14.  The 2022 budget 

was presented and approved and a new addi-

tion to the board was announced. 

 

A big thank you to Sean Allwardt who is step-

ping down and welcome to Nathanial 

Koehneke who will take his post on the BOD.  

Board members who remain for another year 

are Paul Grossnickle, Dorothy Kehe and 

Sherri Nord. 



  
 
 
 

  
“Ripe” 

 
 Time is a baffling entity to young children. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow is as one. Even when 
handed a clock, the confusion of seconds, minutes, and hours remains.  A number of years must pass before 
the child can begin to comprehend what time is. I wonder, however, if the confusion of time ever clears, even 
as adults. Eight weeks of summer vacation in June and July seems as brief as a second. But eight weeks on a 
difficult project seems as a lifetime. 
 The church adds to the confusion.  Instead of beginning the Church Year on January 1, it begins on 
the First Sunday in Advent (and that date can fall in either November or December). Not only is time hard 
enough to work with in the secular world, but now we have a totally different calendar in the church. 
 During an especially impatient time in my life, a friend shared a phrase, “Humans created time; God 
created ripe.”  Do we need to rethink human time and think more of God’s ripe?  
 For hundreds and thousands of years, the Jews waited for the Messiah to come. They waited, they 
hoped, they questioned. But it was only “when the time had fully come (when God saw that the time was 
ripe), God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as children of God.” Gal. 4:4-5 
 Years ago, my dad had an apple tree and a peach tree.  The apple would bear every year, but the 
peach tree had its own schedule.  Not only did it not bear every year, when it did bear, the peaches would be 
different in size and taste. The peach tree would only bear when its time was ripe. 

Could it be the same for us in our lives in both the new church year and the new calendar year? Could 
we slow down our hurried lives and shelve our expectations of doing everything yesterday? Could we instead 
choose to live in expectation of God’s ripening in our lives? Could we place all that we are and all that we do 
in God’s hands, and allow God to say when we are ripe? Could we be patient in our hopes and dreams and 
expectations, trusting that God will bring all to fruition when we are ripe? 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to all of you fellow fruits! May we ripen not in our time, but in 
God’s. 

THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS 

ADVENT SERVICES , SUPPERS AND MORE! 
 

Finally !  We will be able to gather for wor-
ship in the sanctuary for the three Advent 
Evening Services on December 1, 8 and 15 
at 7:00pm.  The liturgy will be one of our 
favorites, Holden Evening Prayer.  Dr. Jo-
seph Bognar, chair of the Music Depart-
ment at VU will be the pianist.  Please 
make plans to join us!  We haven’t been able to gather together  
for this liturgy since December, 2019. 

 

Prior to Advent Evening Prayer we will be enjoying an Advent 
Supper at 6:15pm.  A main dish, drinks and tableware will be 
provided by small groups.  Please bring a side dish or dessert if 
you can.  Hope to see you there for good food and fellowship. 

 

A new and special feature will be offered during Advent Suppers 
this year.  We will have live performances/background music 
from our members and guests.  December 8 will feature the 
Strolling Strings group from Thomas Jefferson Middle School, 
directed by Sherri Nord.  Other performers are still being 
booked.  If you would like to share your music with us, please 
contact Sherri Nord through the church office. 

CHURCH GREENING AND  

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

Differing a little from what we have  
done in the past, The Greening of the 
Church and the Children’s Christmas 
Program will be held on two different 
Sundays this year. 

 

The Church Greening will take place 
after Bible Study on Sunday,  

December 5 

 

The Children’s 
Christmas Pro-
gram will take 
place the fol-
lowing Sunday, 
December 12 
during church 
service. 

 

Please make note— You don’t want to 

miss either one! 
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FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The First Wednesday in Advent, December 1, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Second Sunday in Advent,  December 5, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Second Wednesday in Advent, December 8, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Third Sunday in Advent, December 12, 9:00am Children’s Christmas Service 

The Third Wednesday in Advent, December 15, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 19, 9:00am Holy Communion 

Christmas Eve,  December 24, 7:00pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas, Celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, December 26, 9:00am Holy Communion 

Epiphany, January 2, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Baptism of Our Lord, January 9, 9:00am Non Communion Service 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 16, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany , January 23, 9:00am Non Communion Service 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, January 30, 9:00am Holy Communion 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN’S ADVENT 

CALENDAR 

 

December 1:   Advent Supper 

at 6:15, Evening Prayer at 

7:00. 

December 5: Holy Commun-

ion at 9:00am,  Greening of 

the Church at 11:30am. 

December 8: Advent Supper 

at 6:15, Evening Prayer at 

7:00. 

December 12:  Children’s 

Christmas Service at 9:00am 

December 15:  Advent Sup-

per at 6:15 Evening Prayer at 

7:00. 

December 19:  Holy Com-

munion at 9:00. 

December 24:  Service of 

Lessons and Carols at 7:00. 

December 26.  Holy Com-

munion service in celebration 

of the Nativity of Our Lord at 

9:00am. 


