THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 15, 2022
The promise of the Spirit
(P: pastor;

C: congregation)

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
All who are able, stand
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Alleluia! The Lord is risen! Alleluia!

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” LBW 130

(Green book)

“Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” All on earth with angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns and earth, reply.
Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won;
Lo! The sun’s eclipse is o’er. Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell.
Death in vain forbids his rise; Christ has opened paradise.
Lives again our glorious king! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once he died our souls to save; Where thy victory, O grave?
Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to thee by both be giv’n.
Thee we greet triumphant now; Hail, the resurrection, thou!
King of glory, soul of bliss, Everlasting life is this:
Thee to know, thy pow’r to prove, Thus to sing, and thus to love!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what
You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

All sit
FIRST LESSON: Acts 11:1-18, God saves the Gentiles
Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received
the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3“You
went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5“I was in
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down
from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts
of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I
said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered
a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10This happened three times, and
all was drawn up again into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which
we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel
stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a
message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18When they heard
these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life.”
P: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 148
The pastor and congregation read the psalm responsively by verses. The pastor begins.
P: Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
C: Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts!
P: Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!
C: Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
P: Let them praise the name of the Lord!
For he commanded and they were created.
C: And he established them forever and ever;
he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
P: Praise the Lord from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all deeps,
C: fire and hail, snow and mist,
stormy wind fulfilling his word!
P: Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
C: Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds!

P: Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and maidens together,
old men and children!
C: Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.
P: He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,
for the people of Israel who are near to him.
All: Praise the LORD!
SECOND LESSON: Revelation 21:1-7, New heaven, new earth
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without
payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.
P: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

All who are able, stand
ALLELUIA VERSE

C:

Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

words of

e - ter - nal

life.

Al - le - lu - ia.

You have the

Al - le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: John 16:12-22, The promised Spirit
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the sixteenth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord!

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine
and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare
it to you.
16
“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17So
some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18So they were
saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19Jesus knew that
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A
little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you,
you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.

21

When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered
the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22So
also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy
from you.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ!

All sit
After the Children’s Message, PRAYER CARDS can be handed towards the center aisle and given to an usher.
SERMON
All who are able, stand
HYMN: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LBW 143
Now all the vault of heav’n resounds In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Sing choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here:
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Eternal is the gift he brings, Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Now still he comes to give us life And by his presence stills all strife.
Christ has triumphed! He is living! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, fill us, Lord with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through your triumph;
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day That by our lives we truly say:
Christ has triumphed! He is living! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
Be to the Father, and our Lord, To Spirit blest, most holy God,
All the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
NICENE CREED
P: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

(Green book)

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS
P: Rejoicing in the glory of the resurrection dawn, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God's
creation.
After each portion of the prayers:
A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P: Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
COMMUNION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O
Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C: Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly
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P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C: Amen
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
All sit
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DISTRIBUTION
All who are able, stand
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.

He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with

shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - ia.

Al-le-lu

-

ia.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

DISMISSAL HYMN: “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!” LBW 138
He is arisen! Glorious Word! Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
The gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus rose triumphantly, And Satan’s arrows broken lie,
Destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear, what cheer!
Christ victorious, Rising glorious, Life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!

(Green book)

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in their faith. To inquire
about our sermons and/or the resources used to produce them please contact us through our church office. To
God be the glory!
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” LBW 130. Text: Public Domain.
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LBW 143. Text: Public Domain.
“He is Arisen! Glorious Word!” LBW 138. Text: Public Domain.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE with license #A802744. All rights reserved. The liturgy is reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978, by permission of
Augsburg Fortress. Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year C, 2010. Copyright ©
2009 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L.

PRAYER CARD
If you have a Prayer Request, use the YELLOW card that is available in the narthex, from an usher, or in the
pew racks. Ushers will collect the cards before the Sermon so that prayers can be offered during the
Intercessions.
If you are visiting with us, please use the Information Update on the reverse side of the card. Include your
name and address and other important information. If our congregation can assist you in any way, please put
that information on the card or speak to the Pastor.
ASSISTANCE
The ushers can supply parents of small children with soft toys, books, and a weekly children's worship bulletin.
The parlor (the room behind the sanctuary) has a loud speaker and window so that, if necessary, parents can use
it as a cry room and still see and hear the service. Large-print editions of our worship service are also available
from the ushers.
HOLY COMMUNION
Based on the teachings of Scripture and in response to the Lord’s admonition that, “A man ought to examine
himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup (1 Cor. 11:28),” we ask that those who attend the
Lord’s Supper ask of themselves the following questions:
1. Do you believe that you are a sinner in need of God’s grace? (1 John 1:8-9)
2. Are you truly sorry for your sins? (1 Cor. 11:26-29)
3. Do you believe in Jesus as your Savior? (Romans 5:6)
4. Do you intend with the aid of the Holy Spirit to amend your sinful life? (2 Cor. 5:15)
5. Do you believe you receive Christ’s true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper? (Mark 14:22-24)
6. Do you trust God and His promises and accept as true all He teaches in Holy Scriptures? (John 8:31-32)
7. Have you been baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? (Matthew 28:19-20)
If your answer to these questions is yes, then we welcome you to the Lord’s Supper. If you have any questions,
burdens, or doubts concerning the sacrament, please speak with the Pastor before communing. Adults and
children not receiving the Body and Blood of Christ may instead come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms across your chest.
Gluten free rice wafers are available. Please indicate this by clearly raising your index finger. Those who
wish may use the method of intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) for receiving the sacrament. You may
receive the wine from either an individual cup or the common cup. In the center of the individual cup tray will
be cups holding white grape juice for anyone who would prefer that over wine.
Please inform an usher if you are unable to come to the altar; the elements will be brought to you.
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753 N. Calumet Ave., Valparaiso, Indiana 46383
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