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Embraced by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we share this gospel of hope and healing
within and throughout our community

Acts 2:42-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellow
ship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Sound like an energized bunch, doesn’t it? This group of believers is fired up about God’s word and having a prayerful relationship with Him. They seem to really love and want to spend time with each other. They are thankful for what
they have, and more than willing to share it with whoever has need in their midst. Their life when they are in worship and
their life at home and in the community are consistent and rooted firmly in their relationship with the Lord. Moreover, their
praise and priorities are not going unnoticed. They have favor with those around them and there is a steady flow of people
being saved.
Based on this, many people point to the church in Acts 2 as sort of the ideal church. Others consider this kind of
Christian community sort of a lofty or unobtainable goal, especially considering the state of much of the church and the
world today. I would point out that the state of much of the religious community and the world at the time was at least as
hostile and as much of a mess as our own. So then what made much of what we see taking place possible? Are there
things we can glean by looking at the early church in the Book of Acts and applying it to our own church and faith life?
Are we content with the status quo, or do we aspire to something more for ourselves, those we care about, and those we
may not have even met yet? What about those who don’t know Jesus? Do we just want to add them to our numbers, or do
we want more than that? Do we want to break bread with them, connect with them, and grow the kind of deep relationships
that we see taking place in Acts 2?
I hope and pray that our answer to such questions, as a community of believers, is one that reveals the heart of Christ.
So then how do we do that? What is the Holy Spirit, who gathered believers together following the events of Pentecost,
calling us to do? Well for starters, I believe God is calling us to model a Christ- centered community. The kind of community that devotes themselves to God’s Word and to fellowship together…the kind of community that breaks bread and
prays together…the kind of community that shares their struggles and needs and provides for one another as they are
able…the kind of community who worships, praises, and gives thanks to God together…the kind of community that is not
just limited to gathering in church on Sunday, but in their homes and out where others can connect...the kind of community
that is welcoming and that people take note of, want to spend time with, and yes even join…the kind of community that is
willing to work together to make all these things a regular behavior and a priority. Where can we grow into living in this
kind of community? For starters, by participating in one of our Faith Groups (otherwise known as small groups). When
should we do this? There is no time like the present. What if I have been in a small group before, and it lacked the kind of
broader community feel just described, or I did not feel drawn to stay? Perhaps that group was not the right fit or there was
still some growing to be done. The community described in Acts 2, involved many different people. While they were all
members of the body of Christ and shared many behaviors in common, the groups in which they gathered were not all
identical. I’m also sure they did not all start or stay in the same place in their faith and relationships. Growing together is
challenging, takes time, and requires commitment, but it is also deeply rewarding. It also requires people to be a part of it.
For this reason, I am once again challenging every member of our church to be a part of a Faith Group. This year, as we
study the Book of Acts, we will be tying together many of the things we have been talking about over the past several
years in both studies and sermon series. This will also prepare us for some upcoming conversations I plan to have with
every member of our congregation, as we continue to look ahead and seek to grow together as a community. For those
who are new or who have not participated in some of our spiritual growth foci in the past, don’t worry, this time of growing together will be relevant to you as well. I look forward to seeing where the Spirit will lead us through this time together.
In Christ,

Painting is completed . 172 volunteer
hours Thanks to all!
We were able to deliver 60 pounds of
food to Immanuel Lutheran food pantry and the other half to Hilltop food
pantry. Thanks to all ! — Dorothy Kehe

LONGING FOR A GREATER SENSE OF DIRECTION?

Set aside time this September – October as we dive into God’s
word and seek His direction for us through:
•
•
•

A new sermon series on “community and our identity in Christ”
Small groups – focusing on the book of Acts
Conversations that will help us grow in Faith together

Looking for a Small Group?

Contact Pastor Eric or Paul Nord

COME TO A COOK-OUT AND A MOVIE!
Families and friends are invited to the Sunday School
sponsored cook-out and movie on Saturday, September 18 at 5:30 at church.
Hot dogs, veggies/fruit and drinks will be provided.
Please bring chips or desserts to share. Dress for outside. Bring a camp chair and stay for a family movie
in the parking lot at dusk (6:52). Please sign up in the
Narthex so we can plan for food. Questions, please
contact Sherri Nord through the church office (219)
462-7684.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS
“Frailties and Failings”
About thirty years ago, in a women’s Bible class in a small town in Kansas, the topic was the Psalms.
The group had been challenged to read their way through all 150 psalms over the course of the study. Each
week anyone could share thoughts and questions about what had been read. One of the women who was in
her 70’s, asked about Psalm 25:7: “Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions.” Even though
she had attended church and Sunday School and confirmation and Bible classes and heard the absolution
every Sunday, she still carried guilt about some sins from her youth. Those sins had been forgiven by God.
But deep inside, she was not sure.
I suspect that most of us have some skeletons in our closets. There are things that we have said or
done that are failures. Some of them may only be known by God and us, and maybe someone else who was
directly affected by the mistake. We are also aware of our frailties. Each time we stand at a gravesite and
hear the words “dust to dust, ashes to ashes”, we are reminded of the fragility of our bodies.
Knowing that we are fragile and fail at many things can leave us wondering why we even try. Does
God really remove our sins “as far as east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12)? Does God know about every ache
of our bodies and the difficulty remembering what we ate for lunch? Listen to the words from the author of
Hebrews: “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16)
Because of Jesus, our frailties and failings do not need to overwhelm us. While they can and often do
affect how we live, they are not in control. God is.
God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them; keep
us from those things that harms us; and guide us in the way of salvation; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
Prayer of the Day, Proper 21

Did you know….
Based on the biblical account of the Widow’s Mite (Luke 21: 1-4), the Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of
“mites” - offerings above and beyond the support given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box contributions amount to
millions of dollars that fund district and national mission grants and implement the LWML
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) program.
Mite Boxes have changed in color and design over the years, but what has never changed is
the dedication of freely given offerings for the purpose of reaching out to others with the
good news of Jesus Christ. 75% of the mite offerings are used by the LWML Indiana District and 25% are sent to LWML. Mite money is used to further God’s kingdom through the
mite projects selected by delegates at LWML conventions.
A special thanks to Faith members for contributing their change through the mite boxes
(located in the Narthex). Some recent Indiana District LWML mite box grants include:
Mission Team Grants for church workers—MOST Ministries ($10,000); Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, ($10,000); Lutheran Agency for Missions to Burmese (LAMB)
($10,000); Lutherans for Life—Y4Life ($10,000) Little Disciples Day Camp, Fort Wayne ($5000), Rebecca’s Garden of
Hope, Indpls. ($5000) The full list of donations is too long for this space! For more information please visit www.lwml.org.
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth
only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into
the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all she
had to live on" (Mark 12:41–43).
Michelle Grossnickle is Faith’s liaison with the Indiana District LWML.
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FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL
GRANDPARENTS’
DAY will be Sunday,
September 12 during our Sunday
School Hour. All
grandparents,
great-grandparents,
god-parents and
honorary grandparents are cordially
invited!

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 5, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 12, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 19, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 26, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 3, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 10, 9:00am Morning Prayer
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, October 17, 9:00am Holy Communion
The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, October 24, 9:00am Morning Prayer
Reformation Day, October 31, 9:00am Holy Communion

