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Embraced by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we share this gospel of hope and  healing  

Colossians 3:12-17 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has 
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect har-
mony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

16
 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

 
“For the Love of…!” How would you finish this phrase? What does it bring to mind? I know at least a few 

people who may have used this phrase as an expletive several times in the last few years.  Just when we think things 
can’t get worse, life just seems to kick some of us while we are down.  Every time some aspect of the world and socie-
ty has reached a new low, surprise, here we go again. While God should be the one we cry out to  in these moments, 
unfortunately the way we use His name is not always in the spirit He intends. 

Of course, there are certainly some other ways to complete this phrase, that seem to be less of a 2nd command-
ment issue.  “For the love of king or country!” “For the love of family!’ “For the love of money!” “For the love of 
love!” These things are often more than just slogans or battle cries.  We all have things that we love or value enough 
that they significantly motivate us or capture our hearts, even if only for a time. 

For example, this month, both Valentine’s Day and the Winter Olympics are taking place. Both events have 
aspects that many people love.  People love the Olympics for its spirit of competition, opportunity for national pride, 
and its sense of unity as people lay aside their other issues to come together and cheer on these athletes on a world 
stage. People look at Valentine’s Day as a day to celebrate the people they love and even love itself.  Based on this, it 
would seem neither day would be too controversial, or should result in frustration or expletives. 

However, for as much as many of us appreciate these events, there are still parts that leave some people unsure 
what to do with them.  When it comes to the Olympics, there have been controversies over fairness, who should com-
pete, and what to do about those who cheat or exploit various unfair advantages.  Countries and athletes have been 
forced to try and weigh health, safety, and behavior on things like human rights violations, against the life work of 
many athletes and their desire to compete and show the world what striving for one’s best looks like.  Both the Olym-
pics and Valentine’s Day have been questioned for their commercialism and whether they truly stand for the ideals 
they are supposed to represent. Depending on where you live and where your priorities rest, your reactions to such con-
cerns may be very different. 
 By now you may be thinking, “For the love of God, how do Christians approach such things?” or “For the 
love of God, Pastor what’s your point?”  My response to both questions is, “Exactly!” Feel frustrated or disgusted with 
the world around us or how things are going in your life?   Do you wonder how to approach various controversies, in-
cluding concerns about the Olympics, Valentine’s Day, or any of the other things that are more complex than they first 
appear?   Just want to know the primary motivation that makes all the difference in how we see and approach life and 
other people? The answer is, “For the love of God.” Life is at its best, when we can better approach different situations, 
and our hearts are where they belong, when everything we do is, “For the Love of God.” So, whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
 
 

In Christ, 

 



 

     

 Alexis Brandt  February 6 

 Anna Price  February 7 

 Patsy Berndt  February 7 

 Deb Porter  February 12 

 Beth Underwood February 13 

 Carroll Morris  February 15 

 Kenny Frank  February 22 

 Frank Morris  February 22 

 

If we have left out your birthday please call the office at 

(219) 462-7684 or email office@faithmemoral.net 

CANCELLATION OF SERVICES DUE TO  

SEVERE WEATHER 

We have been lucky here in NW Indiana  this 
winter—the cold and snow so far has missed 
us.  But since it is Indiana and weather can 
change at any minute, here is the church poli-
cy: 

In the event church services are cancelled 
due to severe weather, an email will be sent 
to everyone who has signed up for our email 
list.  If you are not on the list and would like 
to be, send your email address to  

office@faithmemorial.net.  Notifications of 
closing will also be 
on two radio sta-
tions:  Indiana 
105.5fm and the Z-
107.1fm.   

An excerpt from a letter Faith Lutheran received from Lu-
theran  

Social Services… 
 

“From our earliest days, LSSI has been 
known for benevolence and responsive-
ness to those in need.  I think of Rev. 
Wambsganss and his call for members of 
his congregation to care for children left on 
the church steps.  Talk about responding 
to clear and immediate needs!  I see his 
legacy each day in the culture of LSSI and the ministry’s mis-
sion to move families to social, emotional and spiritual whole-
ness.  Today that benevolence and responsiveness continues 
across 16 counties, with services focused on moving families 
toward economic and family stability.  For some of our ser-
vices, this responsiveness takes the form of broadening the 
language and knowledge of preschoolers in our Children’s Vil-
lage program.  For other programs, our impact is supporting 
teen parents who would otherwise struggle to navigate high 
school with a baby.  Because of LSSI, these teens are graduat-
ing high school with a plan!  For other families, LSSI’s respon-
siveness means help to move from hopelessness to hopefulness 
as they overcome the obstacles keeping them from career-path 
employment. 

 

For all our services, one thing is sure, we cannot do this work 
without your financial support!  Thank you for your gifts, your 
prayers, and your belief in us.  Your generosity this Christmas 
season means the world to us as we celebrate the impact LSSI 
has had AND the work to be done! 

    Always grateful, 

    Angie Moellering 

    President and CEO, LSSI 

LENT AND HOLY WEEK 2022 

Keeping in mind covid restrictions may 
change our schedule, these are the current 
dates of the 2022 Lent and Easter services 
at Faith Lutheran: 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, 7:00pm.  

Holy Communion 

 

(5) Sundays in Lent:  
March 6, 13, 20, 27, 
April 3.  9:00am 

 

(5) Wednesdays in 
Lent:  March 9, 16, 
23, 30, April 6.  
7:00pm  Evening 
Prayer 

Sunday of the Passion:  April 10,  9:00am  

Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 14,  7:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Good Friday, April 15,  3:00 Liturgy of the 
Cross/ 7:00pm Tenebrae 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord, April 17, 8:00 
& 10:45am  Holy Communion 



  
 
 

 
 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

 

 

 

But God has shown us how much he loves 
us—it was while we were still sinners that 

Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:8, Good News Translation 

THOUGHTS FROM THE DEACONESS 

Our Deaconess, Becky Graef’s mother Anita passed away shortly before Christmas.  She volunteered with Lutheran 
Braille Workers for many years.  Our sincere condolences go out to Becky and her dad, David, as they mourn Anita.   
Donations in the memory of Anita Graef can be made on the website:  www.lbwloveworks.org (click on donate) 
 

Lutheran Braille Workers started in 1943 in response to a shortage of Braille Bibles for blind pastors in Germany. Mrs. 
Helene Loewe Koehler, with the support of her family, felt God calling her to first learn Braille, and then begin the pro-
cess of transcribing the Bible into German Braille, one dot at a time, moving backwards across the page. 

After months of hard work, and moving manuscripts and pages from under her bed, to her garage, to Trinity Lutheran 
Church’s basement, an entire German Braille Bible was crafted and shipped out. Helene thought her project would be 
over until she received a letter from somebody who benefitted from the German Braille Bibles. The letter read: 

“Thank you for the Braille Bible. It was exactly what we needed. How many more can you send?” 

Helene wrote in her journal, “I think about how much time and effort went into pro-
ducing one Braille Bible. How in the world can we keep up with demand? But if people 
are asking for the Gospel, how can we ever say no?” 

This is where Lutheran Braille Workers began. Through the support of her brother, 
Norman Loeber, who created a modern Braille press, friends, women from the local 
Ladies Aid Societies, and volunteers at other Lutheran churches, Helene began ex-
panding production of materials into other languages and titles. As production grew, 
demand also grew even larger.  Eventually, through the encouragement of The Lu-
theran Hour speaker at the time, Rev. Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Helene expanded into 
large print production. Eventually, Lutheran Braille Workers also added audio materi-
als for distribution. 

Over 75 years later, Lutheran Braille Workers is the world’s largest non-profit producer of Braille, 
Specialized Large Print, and Audio Christian materials. LBW has shipped over 14 million volumes and millions of other 
pamphlets, calendars, and other materials, in almost 40 languages, to 164 countries. Millions of people have been 
reached with the Gospel message. 

Even more amazingly, thanks to the generosity of volunteers and donors, every single volume of material has been 
distributed free of charge. Helene Loewe Koehler’s vision of people who are blind or visually impaired receiving the 
scripture free of charge continues to be realized even now!    —From Lutheran Braille Workers website 1/13/22 

   Mrs. Koehler 
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FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 6, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 13, 9:00am Non-Communion Service 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany, February 20, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 27, 9:00am Non Communion Service 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, 7:00pm Holy Communion 

The First Sunday in Lent, March 6, 9:00am Holy Communion 

The First Wednesday in Lent, March 9, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Second Sunday in Lent, March 13, 9:00am Non-Communion Service 

The Second Wednesday in Lent, March 16, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Third Sunday in Lent, March 20 9:00am Holy Communion 

The Third Wednesday in Lent, March 23, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 27, 9:00am Non-Communion Service 

The Fourth Wednesday in Lent, 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

BOWLING 
AT  

INMANS 
 

Join us for bowl-
ing fun and fel-
lowship at In-
mans!  Sunday, 
February 20 be-
ginning at 1:00. 


